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A resort in Thiruvannamalai that introduces urban

FTEMN, there |s a dearth of fine
accommodation inand around holy
sites. Madurai Meenakshi Amman
temple iz a classic example where
tourists invarinbly have to pot up
with cheap lodging optionsavail
able in the temple aren or take up
SXPENSIVE Fooms an the outskirts
This demand for more viable
optioms his led groups sueh as the
Auromatrix Hotels Pyt Lid toset up
resorts that rejuvenate the sphril
and offer a family vacation.

Sparsa is one-such resort, located
im the idville Thirovannamalai.
Also known as. Arunachala,
Thirovanamitlal i3 abowt 190 kms
from Chennai — a three-hodr jour-
pey by posd and s known for its
history of sages like Ramana
sinharishi, Sheshadri Swami and
v ol Ramsurntkomar, a8 well as 1is
temples.

With thatched roofs, stone walls,
the greenest plants, cool breege and
plenty of space, Sparsa has an
instant calming effect, A cold towel
and scented Nowers help You
LW ||'u:|. while tender coconut
-.-.'sllul' soothes parched throats.
Zach cottage has four rooins, meric
|_Ll||l.|-.|'|. designed and functional.

warriors to serenity and the simple life

Little touches like blnck rock stone
bathroom floore and Hittle clay pots
holding ereams and tale, give the
rooms A rustic feel,

All cottapes are cquipped with
modern amenities Hke alr condi
tioning, LCD TVs, a writing desk,
eoffer maker and a mini fridpe. And
thére's 24-hour room seryice for the
hungry vacationer

The restaurants are cgually

wnam eat

Rs 150 per person, with lunch and dinner
miced.ﬁnﬂsﬂmh D nnt leave the
place withnut tasting thelr porgal,

Tariff: Single reoms cost Rs 3,000; double
rooms Bs 35007 and a poolside vills
R 5,000 (exclusive of taxes).

Details: 24988534

guaint — the Annamalai teashop
gorves ‘chai’ country sivle, and a
fAowershopsellsjasmines and roses,
‘Minnal®, the parrot, predicts your
future and you may feed it with
maizeand rice (T'm tokd it 1% partial to
saembar rice), There is a meditation
and pija mandapam, IBrary, recre-
ation centreand health club, as well
oy internet Mmeilitics, Children can
try their hand at pottery or head out
ory bulloek-art rides. There are vin-
tagebikesat yourdisposal (o takeon
a spin to the city, Tamil sign boards
are |berally used and people preat
gach other with a traditiongl
vanakkamandasmile. The spacions
banguet kall and open-gir theater
are ideal for hosting parties.

And when vou need to relaxeven
further, treat yourselftoa foot mas
saseor a plunge [nto the pool nese-

by, The security is first rate— vou'll
find voursalf talking walks close (o
midnight. The ‘Notosmoking,alco
hol and plastic’ policy is something
glse that will encourage vou to
roturn to this place. We also learn
that two other resorts of this kind
will Be coming up in Kanyakumari
and Chidambaram.

Like hottled water we will soon be
buving peaceandquiet andastayal
Sparsiis the first step towards that,
This lsone place that is easy to find
bt difficutt to leave,

— Parveen Sikkandar
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